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Abstract 
Globalization, as a process or product, has challenged all dimensions of human life and social systems, in specific the educational 
system and its core, curriculum. Accordingly, scientific and remedial planning seems to be a must. So, the aim of the present 
paper is to consider the challenges led by curriculum globalization. To attain the objects, applying a mixed viewpoint to the  
international studies, I surveyed the challenges in seven categories of technological and scientific developments, changes in the 
occupation field, social inequalities, developments of democracy and human rights, the increase of cultural relationships, reviews 
of spiritual, ethical, and educational values for the times of uncertainty, and the challenges of each category and their effects on 
curricula have been considered in detail.Additionally, some political and applicable recommendations have been provided for the 
officials of the curriculum system in order to meet each challenge. 
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1. Introduction 
Globalization is a concept on which a little number of scholars share a common viewpoint; it may have roots in its 
novelty and the academic background of less than twenty years. Malcom Waterz believes that globalization is a 
social process that has passed all the geographical limitations imposed on social and cultural relations, and people 
are increasingly become aware of these changes. Cogburn defines it as a process which results in the relativity of 
dependent identities on local or cultural-customs caused by changes in experience, setting, and their compression. 
General Achievements of Globalization 
Globalization process has its own opponents and proponents that can be categorized in four groups: 
1.  
Kontvaltz claims that globalization does not make a serious evolution in international structures, so the 
arrival of nongovernmental officials such as people, international principals, and politics prevail 
economics; 
2.  
Holding this point of view, Fokoyama considers democracy as the most favorable kind of government 
which is being more legitimate day by day; 
3.  
The radical proponents of this viewpoint see globalization as the new face of colonialism; 
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1.  
The base of this view is that international relations would meet a disorder due to globalization, and some 
novel orders dominate all over the world; 
(Gharib Abadi & Ali Abadi, 2003). 
 
    2- Curriculum Challenges Resulted from Globalization 
 
These challenges have been put in seven groups, all of which along with their effects on curricula will be 
discussed in detail. 
 
3-Reply to Scientific and Technological Developments 
These challenges have been put in seven groups, all of which will be discussed in detail together with their 
effects on curricula. 
1. Reply to Scientific and Technological Developments 
In an international workshop in Beijing, Albert Pilot summarized the problems of globalization in 
curriculum making as follows: 
i) from teaching to learning, 
ii) from individuals learning to group learning, 
iii) from studying knowledge to mental competence 
iv) from teaching separate materials to teaching united materials, 
v) the unity of information and technology in all parts, 
and 
vi)  
  
4- Reply to Job Domain Changes 
 
There are some changes occurring in the domain of work and occupation, and Bradlvasky in his report 
in 2000 counts a number of them as decreasing job opportunities, providing occupational potentials 
due to developments of all aspects of the matter, increasing governmental employment compared with 
individual employment, fast changes of job features, changes of the amount of work and activity 
resulted from job domain internationality and more facilities, the importance of team work, and the 
tendency of most of the developed countries to privatize public services (Bradlvasky 7-6). 
These transformations make curriculum makers discuss and review school educational programs. New research 
works have demonstrated that, in comparison with the past, educational sectors not only need a superior level of 
education, but also they welcome some new skills such as setting environmental  circumstances, problem solving 
skills, creativity, etc. (Vaideanu & Rassekh, 1978).  
We have met several obstacles in planning curricula that would be compatible with the changes of job and 
employment, some them are: 
1) The significance of developing behavior in students, since the sense of responsibility, and communication 
skills to put up with co-workers and clients are the necessities of the employment opportunities; 
2) The trend to increase the number of students in  technical and vocational training organizations and educate 
a great number of technical specialists; 
3) The trend to make much more flexibility and ability of the educational system in respond to job domain 
necessities; 
4) The unity of schools and business institutes in making decisions on education and curricula through 
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5- Respond to the Augmentation of Inequalities 
One of the particularities of the present era is the gap existing between countries due to their wealth, 
income, access to different social services, and etc. In the schools of the poor countries, an emphasis on the 
value of trying and encouragements, leading to reinforce the learners to cope with their difficulties, should 
be born in minds  
6- Development Democracy and Human Rights 
 
The appearance of democracy is a prominent feature of the recent decades, and certainly the process of 
democratization carries on during this century. As a result, it has its own influences on schools, changes of the 
relationships between students and teachers, and the emphasis on raising responsible citizens. According to Dr. 
Jakowiiz et al., to make people internalize holding a respectful view towards others is a prerequisite of democracy 
which should be treated as a public permanent affair. They also believe that the starting point to interact 
democratically and to attempt to find peaceful solutions is at school level. 
 
 
7- The Increase of Inter-cultural Relationships 
 
One aspect of the globalization process is to see what can be assumed as the beginning of cultural globalization. 
Western economic and politic superpower countries are increasingly enchanting the views and trends of southern 
and eastern people, while we can see a number of protests against these penetrations by those who try to keep 
traditions. Having a backward glance on recent historical challenges, people in all over the world do desire to seek 
their origins and to make inseparable links with their past. Taking advantage of past history, past civilizations that 
had rejected racism, and intercultural connections, curriculum making could play a major role in validating cultural 
negotiations.  
 
8- A Review of Spiritual and Ethical Values 
 
   There is a need to revive spiritual values of most of life dimensions, so curriculum makers are to put much 
emphasize in their syllabus planning. Other educational colleagues such as parents, local societies, religious places, 
and media should support this process or, at least avoid rejecting it. 
 
9- Education for Uncertain Situations 
 
As Hughes (1998) claims, in the years leading into the new millennium, the world has been experiencing a new 
period of self-assessment and self-doubt with an unclear image of future, so it is predictable to see uncertainty in all 
also the case for the quality of food, and environmental conditions. 
 
10-Conclusion 
Because of its cultural nature, globalization has been the most effective factor that has embedded educational system 
and its core, curriculum. International related studies indicate that external changes led by this process, such as 
changes in technology, science, society, and ethics, have direct impact on curriculum making. Thus, it seems 
necessary for educational officials, Supreme Council of Cultural Revolution and Supreme Council of Teaching and 
Training to get along with the challenges of globalization, through considering the 7 mentioned challenges, to ratify 
in needed laws of recompiling school books. Since the request of the new generation is living in an amazingly 
changeable atmosphere of technology and ethics which should be in constant interaction with the democratic world, 
schools and curricula are responsible for preparing people for such situations. 
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